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Dr. John F. Thomas (In Memoriam) 


BY LAURA ABBOTT DALE 


“In explanation of phenomena—one should always prefer 


the probable impossible to the improbable possible”—Anis- 
totle. 


In the death of Dr. John F. Thomas, as the result of 
an automobile accident which occurred in Detroit on 
November 20th, psychic research in America has lost an 
earnest and intelligent worker whose contribution to the 
subject has been an important one. There may be some 
members of our Society who are not familiar with Dr. 
Thomas’s books, Case Histories Bearing on Survival 
and Beyond Normal Cognition (B.S.P.R., 1929 and 1937, 
respectively). It seems to me that the material re- 
corded and analyzed in them, and particularly the method 
by which most of the material was obtained, is of the 
greatest interest to those of us who wish to increase our 
knowledge of the best mediumistic phenomena; of the modus 
operandi of the mediumistic trance and of the possible 
sources of the knowledge displayed in it. 
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Dr. Thomas’s particular contribution has been mainly in 
the field of the proxy sitting. Of course other experi- 
menters have used the technique of the absent sitting, but 
Dr. Thomas’s records are far more voluminous than ex- 
periments previously recorded. Moreover they have a par- 
ticular interest because they were carried out over a period 
of 14 years in which one personality appeared as principal 
“communicator” through over 500 sittings. 


For many years Dr. Thomas had been familiar with the 
general literature of psychic research, but his interest had 
not been keen enough to cause his active participation in it. 
In 1926 his wife died and his already existing interest was 
quickened by two successful experiments with Mrs. Soule 
in Boston, which he undertook at the suggestion of a friend. 
At that time he had no formulated intention of making an 
extensive inquiry into the phenomena. However, the results 
of these two initial experiments were of a nature to encour- 
age him in active experimentation and this he did until his 
death last November. 


At the beginning of the inquiry Dr. Thomas formulated 
some definite principles and plans for procedure, the first 
of which was to hold all sittings in places distant from his 
home in Detroit, Michigan) where he was one of the 
chief administrators of the public school system. Secondly, 
he planned to conduct a large number of experiments with 
no sitter as such, but only a secretary present who knew 
nothing of the communicators; arrangements for the sit- 
tings to be made through recognized societies. Lastly he 
planned to have the mass of records analyzed by critics of 
scientific training who would be free of emotional bias, 
and to study them at a university as a problem in abnormal 
psychology. 


Dr. Thomas entered Duke University as a graduate 
student in the Department of Psychology and worked there 
for a large part of six consecutive years under the direc- 
tion of Professor William McDougall. His report on his 
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mediumistic records was accepted by the University as his 
doctor’s thesis and he received his Ph.D. 


Case Histories was published in 1929 and in it Dr. 
Thomas sums up the results of three years of intensive 
research. He had had a total of 55 sittings up to that time 
with 16 different sensitives in England, 21 of them with 
only an uninformed secretary present; and 159 sittings in 
Boston with Mrs. Soule, 71 of them by proxy. Naturally 
it was impossible to print these records in full for they 
covered several thousand typewritten pages. Instead Dr. 
Thomas deals with 24 case studies, each of which is the 
assembly of all the points in the records that belong under 
a particular heading. A given case is not a continuous 
story in the records taken from the various sensitives. It 
is scattered, a point here, an added point there over several 
years of sittings and among several sensitives. The cases 
chosen for publication fairly represent the quality of the 
trance material as a whole. We are assured by Dr. J. B. 
Rhine that Dr. Thomas has not just pulled out the plums 


and left a mass of poor material shrouded in convenient 
darkness. 


One of the most interesting cases recorded comes under 
the heading of “Awareness.” There were 56 verifiable 
references made in one year in proxy sittings by sensitives 
in England to Dr. Thomas’s contemporary activities in 
Detroit. Here the question of the source of this veridical 
information, trivial as it may be in some instances, is a 
pressing one. There would seem to be two alternatives to 


- consider. Did the minds of the various sensitives reach 


out and in some way tap the mind of Dr. Thomas as he went 
about the routine of his daily life in America, or was it 
his “communicator,” keeping in touch with him and able 
at times, though with difficulty, to transmit to him through 
the sensitive evidence of her continued interest and affec- 
tion? Here is one example: 


July 20th, 1928. London. Sensitive—Mrs. Eileen Gar- 
rett. Secretary alone. Control speaking. “She (E.L.T. 
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—Dr. Thomas’s wife is indicated throughout the records 
by these initials) asks me to tell Fred (Dr. Thomas) that 
his throat has been husky, something to do with an open- 
ing or speech; about the 19th of June she noticed that 
huskiness. She says he had evidently been to some kind 
of entertainment on or about this date and she noticed 
then that his throat was not particularly good—whilst he 
is not weak in the throat—rather a loss of speech or a 
huskiness.” 


Dr. Thomas comments that in the middle of June he 
had been rushing about attending school conferences. He 
went to the commencement exercises of the University of 
Michigan on June 18th and that evening and the following 
evening, June 19th he was so hoarse that he had difficulty 
in producing enough voice to carry on a conversation with 
Dr. Rhine and his wife at his home in Orchard Lake. The 
exact coincidence of the date in this case, as well as the 
large number of similar incidents reported, makes the 
chance explanation seem to me an “improbable possible.” 


At the end of the book Dr. Thomas quotes in full four 
records—two from Mrs. Soule, one from Mrs. Osborne 
Leonard and one from Mrs. Garrett. The most interest- 
ing thing that emerges from the book as a whole may be 
summed up in Dr. Thomas’s own words,—“There is no 
doubt that the records give a clear and faithful picture of 
the personality of E.L.T. It makes little difference whether 
I am the sitter, or my son, in experiments with mediums 
who didn’t know our names; or whether secretaries are 
conducting experiments alone with mediums who did not 
know for whom the sittings were being held. The same 
person is described in each case and correct traits of mind 
and character are given and appropriately emphasized.” 


The later book, Beyond Normal Cognition, with an in- 
troduction by Professor William McDougall, reports on 24 
sittings with Mrs. Osborne Leonard in England, 22 of them 
by proxy. It should be of interest to those persons who 
feel assured that the apparent success of mediumistic utter- 
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Dr. John F. Thomas (In Memoriam) [5 


ances can be explained by a combination of fraud, chance, 
fishing and over-interpretation on the part of the sitter. 
It cannot be said that Dr. Thomas received communications 
in themselves more impressive than those recorded by such 
eminent psychic researchers as the late Dr. Walter F. 
Prince, Dr. James Hyslop, Sir Oliver Lodge, Dr. 
Richard Hodgson, Professor William James or Lord Bal- 
four. It is only that his method of evaluation was possibly 
more objective. Under university direction, Dr. Thomas 
judged hits and misses by a scoring system and plotted 
them on charts. The total number of points in the series 
under consideration was 1908, of which 1587 or 83.2 per 
cent were correct. The total number of verifiable points 
was 1720, of which 92.3 per cent were correct. 


Dr. Thomas reports in detail precautions taken to prevent 
the leakage of normal information. As Dr. Hyslop, Dr. 
Prince, and others had done before him, Dr. Thomas tested 
the supposition that the correct answers were merely co- 
incidences. He formulated a questionnaire based on the 
statements made in some of the trance experiments and 
submitted it to 64 persons in different walks of life. The 
statisticians who compared their answers to the statements 
as they related to Dr. Thomas came to this conclusion: 


“Chance does not furnish a satisfactory explanation of the 
material used.” 


Waldemar Kaempffert, Science Editor of the New York 
Times, says in his review of the book on August 15th, 1937: 
“How is the high percentage of hits to be explained? If 
we invoke telepathy between living minds plus clairvoyance, 
we stretch credulity to the breaking point. A process of 
selection is involved. Out of all past, present and future 
facts, only those relevant to identifying the communicator 
are mentioned. The process is no more mechanical than 
fishing a particular blossom out of a great number in a 
lily-bedecked pond. If we are dealing with a fishing per- 
sonality, whose is it—the sensitive’s, or that of the ‘dead’ 
communicator ?” 
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Readers may wonder to what conclusions, if any, Dr. 
Thomas came after so many years of intensive experimen- 
tation. In Beyond Normal Cognition he says: “This is a 
study of mediumistic utterances, with central emphasis 
upon the one question—are there instances of supernormal 
information? This is but the first step in the evaluation 
of such material, but it is wise, even at the expense of the 
neglect of more inherently interesting questions, to limit 
this present study to the fact of supernormality itself. 
Psychical research is relatively in its infancy and must first 
learn to creep.” 


In other words, in this book Dr. Thomas does not press 
his own point of view as to the probable source of informa- 
tion displayed in the trance material, but closes by saying: 
“The results of psychical research favor an interpretation 
of the universe that views it as something other than aim- 
less cosmic weather, and affords all those who think that 
there are ultimate non-material values at the heart of things 
an increasingly broadening base of evidence. Through 
surveys, such as that now concluded in this book, our views 
of human personality, its nature, its potentialities and pos- 
sibly its destiny are opened to ever widening horizons.” 


However, Dr. Thomas has elsewhere expressed his views 
on survival. He ends Case Histories by saying: “My own 
attitude toward the central question of psychic research, 
survival, is easily inferable throughout the report. To 
make my position explicit, I quote with full agreement, a 
statement made by Dr. Hyslop in the A.S.P.R. Proceedings 
for 1912.” Dr. Hyslop’s statement is too long to repeat 
here; in brief, it expresses his conviction of survival as 
based on the evidence afforded by psychic research. 


Those who knew Dr. Thomas personally have told me 
that he had a quiet conviction of the survival of the 
personality and communication, which grew in strength 
through the years of his own experiments and his increas- 
ing familiarity with the whole of the literature of psychic 
research. 
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If I may be permitted a personal digression here, I 
should like to draw attention to something which is im- 
pressive at least to me. That is the fact that those men 
and women who have had the most extensive personal ex- 
perience in actual sittings with first-class mental mediums 
have almost without exception come to accept the survival 
hypothesis as the most satisfactory to explain the evidence. 
Most of them, although not all, began as skeptics. As we 
look at the history of psychic research during the last sixty 
years, which investigators stand out as having had the 
broadest experience in the phenomena of mental medium- 
ship, as well as theoretical knowledge? I think the list 
would include Frederic Myers, Dr. Hodgson, with his 
eighteen years of continuous sittings with Mrs. Piper, Mrs. 
Henry Sidgwick, Sir Oliver Lodge; J. G. Piddington and 
Miss Alice Johnson, the experts on the cross-correspon- 
dences; Mrs. Arthur Verrall in her dual capacity as sensi- 
tive and investigator; C. Drayton Thomas; Miss Radcliffe- 
Hall and Lady Una Troubridge; Mrs. Lydia Allison; Lord 
Balfour; Dr. Hyslop; Dr. W. F. Prince, as well as others. 
I understand they all came to believe in the reality of sur- 
vival and comunication on the basis of the evidence afforded 
them by their own work and that of their colleagues. 


To the academic psychologist and to the scientist (who- 
ever that august being may actually be) this appeal to 
authority may mean nothing, but at least to me it is 
suggestive that those with the most experience have at- 
tained conviction. I wonder if it is not another “improb- 
able possible” to explain the convictions of these people of 
high intellectual integrity as based on wishful thinking, 
mal-observation or just plain stupidity. Yet that is the 


answer, either expressed or implied, of many critics of psy- 
chic research. 


Many of those who scoff, studiously avoid examining 
the evidence for extra-sensory perception, and I some- 
times wonder just how much we need be impressed by 
those who refuse to face facts. Certainly the records of 
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Dr. Thomas, so carefully recorded and analyzed, are an 
important addition to the literature of psychic research, and 
it is to be hoped they may find their way into the hands of 
some of our skeptical friends. An impartial study of them 
might possibly soften their opinion at least as to the reality 
of an extra-sensory mode of perception. 


In ending I quote the final paragraph of Thomas Wolfe’s 
posthumous novel, You Can’t Go Home Again. I owe to 
Dr. Thomas a very real personal debt of gratitude, and 
these words express in a language I could never summon 
to my aid, both my gradually strengthening conviction and 
my wish for Dr. Thomas—“. . . To lose the earth you 
know, for greater knowing; to lose the life you have for 
greater life; to leave the friends you love for greater lov- 
ing; to find a land more kind than home, more large than 
earth—whereon the pillars of this earth are founded, 
toward which the conscience of the world is tending—A 
wind is rising and the rivers flow.” 
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On Some Paranormal Phenomena In China 


BY CHUNG YU WANG 


Epitor’s Note: Mr. Chung Yu Wang, M.A., B.Sc., is an expert 
on mining engineering. His book, Antimony, Its History, Chemistry, 
Mineralogy etc., which was first published in 1909 has become a well- 
known textbook and has gone into several editions. Mr. Wang, a 
graduate of Columbia University, has been interested in Psychical 
Research for some years and is a member of both the S.P.R. in 
London and the A.S.P.R. 

Dr. Wong Wen-hao, Economics Minister of China, whose 
strange experience is related by him in a letter to Mr. Wang 
published in the article below, is one of the loyal supporters 
of General Chiang Kai-shek. An article on China’s industries 
which appeared in Life (December 11, 1939) credits him with much 
of the responsibility for the “most herculean feat of modern times” 
— the building of a small improvised Pittsburgh in the heart of 
China to provide for the nation’s defense. According to Life, 
120,000 tons of modern machinery were carried from the coast by 
junk, muleback and coolie tracker over a thousand mile distance to 
create industrial Chungking. Dr. Wong Wen-hao and his National 
Resources Commission operate 35 coal, tin, copper and mercury 
mines, 13 electric utilities and 15 industries. 


Occurrences of paranormal phenomena have been known 
to exist in all climes and throughout the ages. And China, 
as a political entity of several thousand years’ continuous 
duration, is bound to give us evidences of such phenomena 
if we only look for them. 

To go back first of all to Confucius, we are told of him 
that “he sacrificed to the spirits as though the spirits were 
present”. In Shi-king III, iii, Ode 2, he wrote 

“The spirits come, but when and where 
No one beforehand can declare 

Therefore we should not spirits slight, 
But ever live as in their sight.” 

Evidently he must have witnessed, or, at least, heard of 
some sort of supernormal phenomena attributed to spirits, 
but, being an ethical teacher, he did not wish to declare 
himself explicitly on the question of whether spirits can 
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manifest themselves. In any case he was quite reticent 
about the occurrence of supernormal phenomena, if, indeed, 
such did come to his notice. Not so with the skeptical 
philosopher, Wang Chung, who lived at the close of the 
first century. He was bold enough to state in his writings 
the plain fact of trance mediumship undoubtedly known 
to him personally. He says “Among men, the dead speak 
through living persons whom they throw into a trance; 
and the ‘ww’ (7. e. mediums), thrumming their black chords, 
call down souls of the dead, which then speak through the 


» 99 


mouths of the ‘wu’. 


I shall now instance several historical cases of para- 
»sychical happenings in ancient China. In the reign of King 
Kuei-ming (264 A.D.) two mediums, once called upon to 
identify the grave of a princess, gave evidence of their 
clairvoyant powers by describing the garments in which 
she was buried, which, upon the coffin being opened, were 
found to tally exactly with the description given. A plain 
case of telepathy was recorded by Ch’en Kuah of the 11th 
century. He said “she, ‘wu’, (the medium), even knew the 
thoughts arising in others. Guests, who were just then 
playing draughts, held in their hands some black or white 
draughtsmen which they had previously counted. They 
asked her how many there were and she gave the answer 
correctly every time; but then they took handfuls without 
counting them and she could not mention their numbers. 
It was thus evident that she could know what others knew, 
but not what others did not bear in their minds.” 


As to the phenomenon of automatic writing, we possess 
a well-known case, parallel to that of Patience Worth, in 
the person of a girl, daughter of Woang Lun, Doctor in 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship. Her automatic writing 
(A.D. 1035) was of such exquisite beauty that it has been 
incorporated in the Collected Works of the Female Immortal. 


The so-called History of the South records a remarkable 
case of materialization. “There was a ‘ww’ (medium) who 
could see spirits and who assured the Emperor (Hsiao Wu, 
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A.D. 454-465) that it would be possible to make his deceased 
secondary consort appear. The Emperor was very glad of 
it, and bade him evoke her. In a few minutes she was 
actually seen on a curtain in the shape which she had had 
when alive. The Emperor desired to speak with her, but 


she remained silent; and just as he would fain have grasped 
her hand, she vanished.” 


Coming down to present-day China, it is no surprise to 
any one to find that nearly all the different types of both 
parapsychical and paraphysical phenomena as known in both 
Europe and America are also quite prevalent in China. We 
have such phenomena as telekinesis, raps, poltergeists, 
psychography, independent voices, levitation, psychic pho- 
tography, materialization, automatic writing, telepathy, 
clairvoyance, clairaudience, premonition, apparitions, and 
haunted houses. Strange to say, the phenomena of apports 
and psychometry have not come to my notice. Instead of 
crystal gazing we have water gazing. Mediums there are, 
but most of them as in America and Europe are profes- 
sionals, practicing on the credulity of the common people. 


Mention may be made of the so-called mongoose-haunted 
houses, so prevalent in North China. These mysterious 
animals have never been actually seen by any people although 
occasionally they may be discerned in a flash of a moment. 
Naturally people attribute to them all sorts of supernormal 
intelligence, which, I may say, can be paralleled with those 
of the mongoose of the Isle of Man. 


Now, I wish to particularize a peculiar case concerning 
my friend and chief, Dr. Wong Wen-hao, now Minister 
of Economic Affairs in the National Government of China. 
At the time the event happened he was Chief Secretary of 
the Government in Nanking. He is a scientist and a world- 
known geologist and was formerly for many years director 
of the Geological Survey of China. The following letter, 
written by him at my request, which I am going to quote 
verbatim, was written originally in Chinese and is now 
literally translated. 
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Nanking, 29th January, 1935 
Dear Mr. Wang: 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 21st inst., con- 
tents of which have been noted. When your article on 
Psychical Research is ready for distribution, I wish 
you would favor me with a copy for my perusal. 


As regards that which we talked about at the dinner 
party during your recent visit to the Capital, I can 
say that it is plain fact. On the 16th of February, 
1934, I sustained serious injuries through the collision 
of my car with an obstacle at Wukong. Consequently, 
what happened to me and what took place prior to the 
6th of April are matters utterly beyond my recollection 
even at this very moment. All the mysterious events 
that-took place during that interval have been related 
to me by members of my family; but as the events are 
of a superstitious nature, I cannot believe them. How- 
ever, since there are so many people who have con- 
firmed the assertions, they should not be taken as an 
entirely fabricated story. 

The following is the general outline of what has 
been related to me-— 

1. While I was under treatment at the hospital, I 
was exceedingly exhausted and weak (and unconscious 
due to brain concussion—Wang). But one day, I 
asked suddenly for a pen and paper. With great effort 
I wrote out three characters “Sze”, ( fi). 

2. Again, in the hospital it was said that I fre- 
quently made peculiar gestures as if I were worship- 
ping and asking somebody for help. One day I sud- 
denly told the nurse that a woman was pressing me so 
hard that I was angry and wished to drive her away. 

3. At this time, my son-in-law and his sister, who 
were in Shanghai, tried planchette writing in the hope 
of getting the spirit of some one of their own people 
to answer their questions; the result was that the spirit 
of my deceased mother came forward to write down 
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the character “Wong”. Then two more characters 
were written, namely “Deceased concubine”. Finally 


a complete sentence was given, “Make the grave 
early”. 


4. When my father learned of this, he made in- 
quiries into the matter at Ningpo among my uncle and 
cousins. He was told that in previous years, when any 
one of our family was dying, he would generally say: 
“The great grandfather’s concubine ‘Sze’ has come to 
demand for the removal of her tablet* into our family 
and the transfer of her coffin for re-burial; otherwise, 
the consequence will be death.” 


At the suggestion of some one in the country, my 
father got in touch with a peasant woman who was 
known to be able to get any spirit to talk through her. 
The spirit “Sze” did come to say that she had made 
several demands in times past but without success. 
This time when she met me at Wukowg she was alone; 
not being strong enough to do the desired harm, she 
got two men spirits to assist her to cause the collision 
of my car. She added that if her demand was accepted, 
I could be saved. Otherwise, my case would be a 
hopeless one. 


5. Further investigation into the matter revealed 
that my great grandfather started business with a 
small capital in Shanghai and through the financial 
assistance of “Sze” his business became prosperous. 
When my great grandfather died of old age, “Sze” 
was still young and without any children of her own. 
As she could not get along with the people of my great 
grandfather’s family, she went to a nunnery where 
she became a nun. After death she was roughly buried 
by the country folk and her tablet was sent to the 
nunnery. She had therefore not been recognized by 
the Wong family as one of their own members and 
consequently there was no one to make any offerings 





* By which the spirit of the deceased was represented. 





14] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


or to worship her at her grave. As it happened that 
the twenty-third year of the Chinese Republic (1934) 
was just the one hundredth year of her age, she was 
desperate to demand that she be recognized by the 
family. 

6. My father is not by nature a believer in Spiri- 
tualism; but the coincidence of events as related above; 
the critical condition in which I was at the hospital 
and the request of the Hangchow hospital physicians, 
who had given up all hope of my recovery, for the 
preparation of my future affairs, compelled him, how- 
ever reluctantly, to resort to the contracting of a loan 
in order to remove the Tablet of “Sze” into our Ances- 
tral Hall and to get her coffin re-entombed. 

Three days after the completion of the removal and 
re-entombing by my father as described above, I 
became mentally better, regaining consciousness and 
gradually thereafter making progress towards com- 
plete recovery. This sudden improvement surprised 
the British physician who failed to account for the 
rapid change of my condition from the worst to a 
sudden recovery; and he therefore attributed the 
result to the help of God. 


Yours, (Signed) Wong Wen-hao 


Such are the plain facts of the case as told me by one 
well known in China today. I would not at the moment try 
to discuss them, much less explain them, hoping that some- 
one more capable than I will take up the task. Is the explana- 
tion coincidence, spiritism or telepathy? 

At present there is no organization in China that takes 
a scientific interest in paranormal phenomena. The intel- 
ligentsia, as a whole, ignore them. The common people 
only harbor superstitious notions toward them; and such a 
society as the Red Swastika Society of China, which is at 
the same time a benevolent society, only practices a sort of 
crude spiritualism, revering planchette writings as sacred 
and coming from the sages of the past. 














On Reiser’s Scientific Humanism 


BY ERNEST TAVES 


Columbia University 


Oliver L. Reiser, the philosopher who seems to be des- 
tined to become known as the philosopher of extra-sensory 
perception, has written a new book, The Promise of Scien- 
tific Humanism.* The sub-title of the volume indicates 
the nature of the work: Toward a unification of scientific, 
religious, social, and economic thought. The scope of the 
book is indeed a generous one; the reader may or may not 
agree that the author accomplishes his objective. 


The primary thesis of the book, in so far as it may be 
stated in a few words, is more or less as follows: Civili- 
zation, as we now know it, is apparently rushing toward 
destruction; it may be saved, however, through the devel- 
opment and use of new ways of thinking. In other words, 
to save civilization, we must change our current modes 
of thought entirely. We must evolve mentally, just as 
we have evolved physically in the past. We must alter 
our present orientations and evaluations in a fundamental 
way. In order to understand what this means, it is neces- 


sary first to consider the general question of the evolution 
of the human mentality. 


It is Dr. Reiser’s opinion, and he makes a good case for 
it, that the mental evolution of mankind may be character- 
ized by three types of mentality. These are (1) pre-Aris- 
totelian, (2) Aristotelian, and (3) non-Aristotelian, or 
“global.” The “civilized” portion of the human race has 
passed through the pre-Aristotelian stage, is currently at 
the Aristotelian level, and should progress in the future 
to the third level, that of the non-Aristotelian mentality. 
It would be well here, perhaps, to examine these three levels 
of mentality rather closely, since they form a motif which 





*Oliver L. Reiser, The Promise of Scientific Humanism, Oskar Piest, 
New York, 1940, xvii, 364 pp., $4.00. 
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is repeated throughout the work, and is basic to the under- 
standing of it. 


The first stage in mental evolution is the pre-Aristotelian 
mentality. This is the level at which the “primitive” races 
are at the present time. As Reiser says, “The primitive 
mind is ‘pre-logical’ in the sense that it does not conform to 
the categories which the reasoning of classical European 
science has established.” 


In terms of logic, this mentality is distinguished by the 
failure to observe the fundamental canon of Aristotelian 
logic, which is, simply, “What is one thing cannot be an- 
other.” In other words, at this mental level, everything is 
everything else. There is a poor differentiation in nature; 
there is a sense of “participation,” for man and nature 
are felt to be the same thing. 


Physiologically, according to Reiser, the cerebral cortex 
has not yet taken over the functions which it serves in the 
more advanced mentality; the thalamus (an “old” part of 
the brain, referred to usually simply as a “lower center’’) 
is used instead. 


The pre-Aristotelian period began perhaps 500,000 years 
ago, and endured until the beginnings of “civilization,” 
approximately 5,000 years ago. This period still exists, 
however, among primitives, as previously noted. 


The second level is that of the Aristotelian mentality. 
Physiologically, the cerebrum is active at this level; the 
fundamental axiom is, “This is this, that is that, and this 
is not that.” This period began about 3,000 years ago, and 
characterizes our present ways of thinking. At this mental 
level everything is categorized; there are, that is, sharp 
dichotomies in everything, based ultimately on the law of 
identity and of the excluded middle.* All thinking is in 
terms of elements, in terms of discrete rather than continu- 
ous series. 





*The “excluded middle” is illustrated in the following proposition: A is 
either B or non-B. But consider the following: Virtue is either square or 
non-square! 
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This kind of view has been called “elementalism” for 
obvious reasons. The categorization is carried as far as 
possible, and the result is that eventually all things are 
broken down into the smallest particles—or elements. 


Whereas the pre-Aristotelian mentality was largely non- 
articulate, the Aristotelian mentality is highly articulate; 
so articulate, in fact, as to produce unfortunate schisms 
throughout all intellectual pursuits. The Aristotelian men- 
tality, for example, will dichotomize, at the purely verbal 
level, phenomena which in nature are unified—such as 
reason and emotion, space and time, and, of course, mind 
and body. 

The thought of the Aristotelian may be summarized, 
then, as follows: Any system can be isolated—that is to 
say, that any system is independent of its environment; that 
in science we can investigate such self-identical systems and 
determine to any desired degree of accuracy the “state” and 
“properties” of any particle or system of particles. 


The third level of mental evolution is that characterized 
by a non-Aristotelian orientation and evaluation. Here 
mankind recovers some of primitive man’s sense of the unity 
of nature. Elementalism is overcome, and there is no verbal 
splitting of phenomena which are, in nature, essentially 
unitary. This is the level of scientific humanism, of “global” 
thinking (thinking in terms of unified wholes, or “plan- 
ets’). And it is at this level that our civilization is to be 
saved from destruction. 

The difference between the Aristotelian and non-Aristo- 
telian levels of philosophic thought is perhaps most apparent 
when considered in terms of semantics. Aristotelian logic 
is two-valued, which means that a statement is either true or 
not true; it is the law of identity again. Something which 
is A cannot be at the same time B. Non-Aristotelian logic, 
on the other hand, is many-valued. 


The continuum between “true” and “false” is filled with 


a scale of probabilities. With respect to a particular state- 
ment, for example, one is not limited to saying that it is 
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either true or false. The statement might be, for example, 
almost certainly true, but not quite. A four-valued logic 
would permit true, probably true, possibly true, and not 
true. A Cornell mathematician, J. B. Rosser, has calcu- 
lated that in non-Aristotelian terms, the word “and” may 
have as many as 14,348,907 distinct meanings. 


It is important to remember that such logic is not merely 
the result of arm-chair theorizing, and is not a matter of 
idle speculation only. Some such logic is, in fact, definitely 
required at the present time in some fields of research, prin- 
cipally in physics. 


Out of the necessity for advancing toward a new level 
of thought springs Reiser’s doctrine of emergent evolution. 
In his humanistic philosophy, this theory of emergent 
evolution is found side by side with the idea of non-Aris- 
totelian logic. ‘The combined effect of both these doc- 
trines is to undermine the absolute validity of the ‘law of 
identity,’ the acceptance of which is an integral part of any 
finalistic social theory.” 


Of particular importance to the reader interested in 
psychical research is the chapter concerned with “Human- 
ism and Extra-Sensory Perception.” In this chapter Dr. 
Reiser attempts to outline a theory that provides an ex- 
planatory foundation for extra-sensory perception. The 
theory is constructed essentially of four elements. These 
are (1) the theory of emergent evolution, (2) the system of 
reasoning termed “non-Aristotelian” logic, (3) the notion of 
a psychic ether, and (4) the doctrine of religious humanism. 


The first point made by the author in this chapter is that 
there exists currently a need for a new philosophy. This 
is because of the “unification of the world” which has been 
brought about by the advance of civilization. By means 
of radio, for example, we hear sounds at almost the same 
moment that they are produced any place in the world. 
Because of the development of modern means of communi- 
cation and travel, man’s environment has been extended to 
a tremendous degree. The question is, “How does this un- 
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doubted unification of the world through science contribute 
to the formation of this emerging synthesis that we have 
described as a new world religion?” This is one of the 
questions which Reiser proposes to investigate. In this 


particular investigation, the next point taken up is that of 
the future of mankind. 


It is apparently the consensus of opinion that there is 
no justification for assuming that man, as he is now, is the 
culmination of the evolutionary processes which have pro- 
duced him. It appears more rational to assume that man 
is still in the process of evolving, although more mentally 
than physically. What lies ahead we cannot state, of course, 
in any but a speculative manner; but this is not our par- 
ticular interest. The question, as phrased by Reiser, is, 
essentially, “Is there still a possibility of further evolving 
in the development process so clearly seen in the brain of 
primates, so obviously reaching its present culmination in 
the brain of man—is there still a latent power in the human 


brain for the expression of yet unsuspected potentialities 
and beneficial progress?” 


The role of psychical research and extra-sensory per- 
ception and allied phenomena begins to become apparent; 
as Reiser states, the question is of particular interest to the 
student of psychical research, since the “unsuspected poten- 
tialities” apparently are, in the author’s opinion (for 
Reiser’s answer to the above question is positive), the psy- 
chic powers which we know variously as clairvoyance, 
telepathy, et al. 


Dr. Reiser then proceeds to make clear the reasons why 
recent ESP research is very pertinent to the main problems 
he is considering. The essential idea, remember, is that our 
prevailing methods of thought, our current orientation 
with the universe, must be disregarded since they are no 
longer adequate. And what Reiser proposes to indicate 
is that the experimental results obtained by researchers 
in ESP call for a rejection of classical science and the 
creation of a new scientific world view. The case for ESP 
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is thus brought in as a prop to bolster the principal Reiser 
thesis. 


Perhaps the trend of the argument might be clarified by 

a few specific examples. First of all, what are the assump- 

tions of classical science which Reiser says we must now 

reject as false? The list is not short, but here are a few: 

1. The same thing cannot be in two different places at 
the same time. 


2. The same thing, or event, can be observed from two 
different points of view at the same time. 

3. In order that any thing can get from one place to 
another, it must first move through the intervening 
space, and it must take some time to do this. 

But modern physical science has already rejected axioms 
such as these. Axiom 1 above, for example, is severely 
challenged by some of the evidence obtained in research 
into the nature of quantum mechanics. Further, relativity 
physics rejects the idea of simultaneity of events which 
are in different frames of reference, which denies axiom 2. 
Similarly, Reiser presents evidence showing that, in a sense, 
the same body may be in two different places at the same 
time. This means, says Reiser, that certain supposed fun- 
damental relations between objects in space and time are 
now discovered to be valid only within certain limits. We 
have, in other words, learned to substitute global thinking 
for Aristotelian thought in the physical sciences; what we 
must now do is make similar transitions in the social sci- 
ences. To bring about this transition is, in fact, the promise 
of scientific humanism. To elucidate further: 


Some of Dr. Rhine’s early results in ESP research, ob- 
tained when subjects were asked to “guess” cards hundreds 
of miles distant, indicate that the ordinary laws of radia- 
tion, as currently used in physics, do not here apply; the 
suggestion is that a non-radiant energy is at work.* 





*With reference to this interesting problem, and to obtain a view in op- 
position to that of Reiser, consult Hoffmann’s paper, ESP and the inverse 
square law, Journal of Parapsychology, 1940, IV, 1, pp. 149-152. More of this 
later. 
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| As Reiser says, “The results obtained by Dr. Rhine 
| really seem to suggest the need for a non-Aristotelian logic 


in this field.” Some readers may wish to take exception to 
this statement. 


Also, the work of another psychical researcher is con- 
sidered by Dr. Reiser; there is a considerable discussion 
of the philosophical speculations of Dr. C. Hilton Rice, 
whose approach to the study of man is from the side of 
medicine. The essential point of Dr. Rice’s view, which 
seems to the present writer rather breath-taking, is that 
| “the organic kingdom as a whole is literally and in fact 
an organism, with the human race taking the place of the 
developing nervous system (the neuroblasts) of this organ- 
ism.” Such a viewpoint certainly offers food for thought, 
and provokes much speculation, but its pertinence here 
may not at once be apparent. 


1 

y It will be remembered that the trend away from Aris- 
1 totelian modes of thought is also a trend in the direction 
| of a realization of the essential unity of the universe. The 
, views of Dr. Rice are of importance here, since the most 
e interesting phenomenon to be observed in the process of 
. the development of the organic kingdom, of which man 
e represents the nervous system, is the manner in which a 
e great composite mind is beginning to dawn and reveal its 
g form and potentialities. 


Dr. Reiser integrates the speculations of Dr. Rice into 
his own theory, going to some length to make clear the 
general nature of the evolutionary process through which 
the mind of man is passing. There is a presentation of 





b- f the various levels at which matter is organized, going from 
is | the simplest to the most complex—that of the psychic ether. 
a- | It might be well here briefly to mention the seven levels 


he — proposed by Dr. Reiser. 


| The first level is that of the electron and the proton— 
op- separately, with no organization whatever. These are the 
hie =| Particles of electricity out of which is constructed every- 


thing else in the universe. At the second level we have 
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the atom, in which the proton and electron are organized 
together into the atomic unit. The synthesis of the elec- 
trons and protons into atoms produces a “field’’; the activity 
of any entity of nature always takes place within such a 
field. This is an important concept, since it leads eventually 
to the psychic ether—at a higher level of organization. At 
the level of the atom, then, the field which is produced is 
electromagnetic in character. 


At the next level, atoms are synthesized into molecules, 
and the field is no longer electromagnetic but chemical. 
The fourth level is that at which molecules combine into 
inorganic compounds; the resultant field is termed “molar.” 
The fifth level is that at which molecules combine into 
organic molecules, and this brings us to the biological field. 


The sixth level is found in the human brain; it is the level 
at which organic molecules combine in the particular way 
which produces neurones—the structural units of the 
human nervous system. The field here is the mental field. 
The final level, achieved with the synthesis of human minds, 
produces a super-organic field, that of the psychic ether. 


This concept is probably not particularly easy to grasp, 
but once it is mastered it does seem, at least to the present 
writer, to be rational enough. As Reiser writes, “The 
explanation of telepathy and clairvoyance seems to demand 
some sort of psychic ether or continuum, and this, we have 
surmised, may arise out of a compounding of biological 
fields to produce a super-organic field. Thus, just as a 
molecular field is created by the synthesis of the electro- 
magnetic fields of the atomic constituents, so the mental 
fields of each human brain, under appropriate conditions, 
might be responsible for the creation of a psychic ether.’* 


To recapitulate, Dr. Reiser’s theory essentially states 
that human mentality at the present time is not static, but 
is in a state of evolution. It is evolving away from Aris- 





*For a more complete discussion of psychic ether (also called psychic 
level) the reader is referred to a previous paper by Dr. Reiser, A theory oi 
extra-sensory perception, in the Journal of Parapsychology, 1939, III, 2. 
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totelian thought, characterized by thinking in terms of 
discrete particles, toward a non-Aristotelian mode of think- 


ing, characterized by thinking in terms of unities—global 
thinking. 


When the evolution of the human mentality has pro- 
gressed to this stage of development, man will again become 
aware of the “oneness” of the universe in which he finds 
himself. A “universal mind” will develop, and all men will 
be brothers. Civilization will halt its currently apparent 
mad dash to destruction. A race of supermen will evolve. 
For “the human race has apparently set out to sound all 
the depths and shoals of the cosmic environment. It is a 
wonderful and a fearful quest.” 


Dr. Reiser’s theory is a profound and ambitious one. 
The present writer has but one flaw to point out in its ex- 
position and it is a minor one. Considerable point is made 
of the fact that ESP apparently does not conform to the 
inverse-square law. This point was made by Reiser in the 
previous paper mentioned above and was taken exception 
to by Hoffmann who states that this particular deduction is 
without foundation because of the confusion between the 
two quite different concepts of intensity and intelligibility. 
Reiser’s argument in this instance would not be sound if 
based solely on Dr. Rhine’s results with telepathy and clair- 
voyance, but would be perfectly valid, however, in reference 
to the phenomena of precognition so frequently observed 
in the annals of psychical experience. 


The present writer is not enough of a philosopher ade- 
quately to evaluate the Reiser theories; suffice it to say that 
the book is undoubtedly one which will engender consider- 
able discussion and speculation. 








Survey and Comment 


The A.S.P.R. has received several letters from people enclosing 
purported communications from Sir Oliver Lodge in reference to 
the sealed envelope which he is known to have left in the custody 
of the S.P.R. in London. These letters have been sent on to Mr. 
Salter, the Honorable Secretary, The Society for Psychical Research, 
31 Tavistock Square, London, and it is requested that further mes- 
sages which appear to be attempts on Sir Oliver’s part to prove his 
identity by revealing the contents of the envelope, be sent on to 
Mr. Salter direct. 


A request has been made by the Council of the S.P.R. that such 
messages be placed in a sealed envelope upon which is written the 
name of the psychic or automatist responsible for the message, the 
date received and other relevant facts. This envelope should then 
be placed in another and addressed to the Society. The inside 
envelope will then be put on file at the S.P.R., London and will not 
be opened until such time as Sir Oliver’s message is read. 


The purpose of sealed message tests is, of course, the elimination 
of the hypothesis of telepathy from the minds of the living, in the 
event that a successful reference to or quotation from the contents 
of the envelope is obtained by some psychic person. 

The S.P.R. is in no hurry to open Sir Oliver’s sealed envelope 
because once the contents of it are known by any living person, 
further messages received through mediumship pertaining to the 
test will be invalid. Although no time has been set for the opening 
of the envelope and comparison with the messages received through 
psychic channels, those who have obtained information concerning 
it purporting to come from Sir Oliver are urged to send copies at 
once to the S.P.R. 


* K * 


An article on telepathy by Dr. Sumner Boyer Ely was published 
in the February, 1940 issue of the Scientific Monthly, official organ 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. The 
May, 1940 issue of this JouRNAL was devoted in part to replies by 
Mr. John J. O’Neill and Dr. Nandor Fodor to this article. Mr. 
O’Neill pointed out Dr. Ely’s ignorance of the experimental research 
of telepathy as displayed in his paper and added that only the editors’ 
bias in favor of the author’s negative conclusions could account for 
its publication in the Scientific Monthly. Readers of the JourNAL 
who do not see that periodical regularly will be glad to learn that 
a competent review of the recent investigations of extra-sensory 
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perception contributed by Dr. J. B. Rhine of Duke University has 
been published in the November, 1940 issue of the Scientific Monthly. 
After summarizing the evidence for ESP obtained under accept- 


able scientific conditions, Dr. Rhine states in reply to the query: Does 
ESP occur?: 


“Whether or not it may be concluded that ESP is a valid phenom- 
enon in nature is necessarily a somewhat individual and relative 
matter. It will probably be agreed, however, that almost any other 
scientific hypothesis would, if supported by the amount of evidence 
that supports this one, be regarded as established. Certainly it may 
be said that unless or until some new counter-hypothesis is offered 
to give new issue to the interpretation of the present results, there 
is no very reasonable alternative to acceptance of the occurrence of 
ESP as established.” 


In summing up the conditions under which ESP is observed 
experimentally, Dr. Rhine makes the following comment : 


“No physical characteristic of ESP has as yet been discovered 
nor even a suggestion that there is such. The one outstanding feature 
that runs through the sixty years of ESP experiments is the sharp 
departure of ESP test results from what would be expected if known 
physical processes were responsible. There is available in present 
physical knowledge no hypothetical intermediating energy linkage 
between stimulus and percipient that meets all of the conditions under 
which ESP has been found to occur... ” 


Further on, Dr. Rhine continues . . . “There is a marked dichotomy 
between the workings attributed to ESP and those of the sensory- 
mechanical world with which science has hitherto had its main 
dealings. 


“How far such a break with orthodoxy is justified calls for the 
greatest caution in the determining; for if the step is a fully war- 
ranted one, the scientific reconstruction that must follow is probably 
far beyond present day capacity to realize.” 


Book Review 


THE HUMAN SITUATION: The Gifford Lectures in the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow, 1935-1937, by W. Macneile Dixon. Long- 
mans, Green & Co., New York. 


Lovers of paradox will rejoice to hear that at the peak of the in- 
dustrial era, when the long-predicted cry of Havoc is at its grisly 
height, there has emerged the most civilized book of our time. Here 
at last, above “the thunder of the captains and the shouting’, rises a 
clear, cool voice, mature, urbane, inspired with thrilling beauty. 


Here in this book we have to do with the business of being human, 
the whole problem of existence, “the riddle of the painful earth”, 
expressed in terms of the final simplicity of our duty, “loyalty to life, 
to the ship’s company and to ourselves, that it may not be through 
our surrender that the great experiment of existence, whose issue 
remains in doubt, comes to an end in nothingness.” 


What is the human situation now? After thousands of years of 
thinking about and dealing with existence, to what place have we 
come, and in what direction are we going? To no less questions than 
these, not only in the light of the ancient wisdom of the race, but in 
the glare of modern scientific discovery, we are invited to attempt 
an intellectually satisfying answer. It is an exciting voyage with this 
new pilot, and no place on the ship is available for the indifferent or 
the lazy. 


At the outset we take leave of “those who can with serenity leave 
this troublesome business of thinking to others’ and all “the friends 
of revealed religion.” 


“We must in some measure in these days think for ourselves.” 
With this watchword we are off upon an intellectual adventure such 
as, I promise you, you have never experienced, 


The wonder of awakening to see 
The world as beauty, life a miracle, 
And being so much more than mere to be. 


For however familiar you may be with the philosophical literature 
and scientific formulae of our world, this man’s findings have dis- 
tilled therefrom a subtle essence which may well prove to be a stimu- 
lus to character as new and unexpected in its field as the incredible 
courage of Britain and Greece in another. 


We may as well face the facts of the current situation now and 
force our republic to face them, for all is far from well. Degenera- 
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tion is more than threatening. It is here, and with it a historically 
characteristic nervous instability which, says Walter Lippman in a 
recent essay, “originates in the deepest malady of modern society, in 
the loss by so many modern men of the conviction that the human will 
is free and that, therefore, each man has a personal moral responsibil- 
ity for his acts and that what is going to happen in the future is going 
to be determined by what men do in the present. This is the central 
conviction on which Western civilization rests; the optimists, the 


pessimists and the fatalists among us are men and women who have 
lost this controlling religious conviction.” 


Again, putting an expert finger on the sorest spot, he says, “they 
all deny that man has a soul, that he has freedom and therefore that 
he has moral responsibility to himself, to other men, and to eternity. 


They sin against the soul of man and their sin is the cause of their 
nervous instability.” 


But at the last, dwelling upon the heroism of the British, Mr. Lipp- 
man writes, “In the past six months modern men have passed, some 
directly and others vicariously, through the most terrible and the 
most ennobling experience in the history of the modern world. For 
in this period which began with the miracle of Dunkerque there has 
been revealed what modern societies had forgotten and ceased to 
believe in; that men can be free, not merely in the political sense but 
in the religious meaning of the word, free to collect themselves in all 
adversity and by the sheer force of the human will to become the 
masters rather than the victims of fate.” 


“Men can be free.” 


To us, standing more or less apathetically by, while the life-lines 
of civilization are held by others, this book of Prof. Dixon’s, dedi- 
cated to that proposition, should mean much. For we are living, 
concededly, through one of the greatest crises of human history, 
wherein must be had a complete revaluation of fundamental belief 


to the end that it shall be determined whether or not in this modern 
world men can be free. 


If the extraordinary catalysis produced by the impact of this 
single mind upon the sum total of recorded human thinking through 
the centuries were all this book contained, it would still be a pro- 
found contribution to modern thought. But that is not all. 


Precluded by the very terms of the lectureship under which these 
lectures were delivered from leaning upon revealed religion directly 
or indirectly, the author’s strictly rationalized approach to the dark 
and confused problem of human immortality is a treat such as is 
rarely afforded the philosophically inclined intellectual. 
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This reviewer is disinclined to spoil the excitement of the prospec- 
tive reader by quotation from the sound and eloquent argument which 
fashions the inspiringly modern conclusion 

Borne on the soaring wings of an undying flame, 
that “the soul does not provide itself with a passport for an imagi- 
nary country, and cannot vibrate to a note unsounded in the universe.” 

This, as the modern columnist would put it, is a must book, since 
not in your time or mine will we be able to drink at any clearer, 
cooler spring. 

C. M. 
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